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tion as an understandable revolt against outworn social
conditions, had no such fears. They were more concerned to
humanize and civilize the rise of the working-classes, so that
they might make a peaceful and constructive contribution to
contemporary progress. And they were so impressed with
the omnipotence of education that some went so far as to
speak of the spread of intelligence and the march of mind
as though innate differences counted for nothing. James Mill
worked out their doctrine in the famous 1818 supplement to
the Scottish Encyclopedia Britannica. And it was not till half
a generation later that Thomas Love Peacock ridiculed these
pretensions in his Crochet Castle.

Here then was a fine difference of outlook. What the
National Society aimed at was a religious education that
should strengthen the existing order in church and state. And
what the British Society looked for was a diffusion of secular
knowledge.

In the face of so profound a difference of purpose,
heightened by the proximity of the French revolution, it was
of secondary importance that both societies alike employed
the same monitorial mechanism for mass-production in their
schools and that both alike provided but the barest rudiments
of instruction.

The keener the rivalry between the two school societies and
the sharper the antithesis between their principles, the further
all hope receded of utilizing the monitorial method to establish
an undenominational system of public education. Whitbread
in 1807 had at least persuaded the commons, though not the
lords, that the local poor-law authorities might be permitted
to maintain monitorial schools out of the parish poor-rate.
But when Brougham introduced a similar bill in 1820 he had
to withdraw it as there was little hope of vicars and vestries
agreeing on either the schoolmaster to be appointed or the
instruction to be dispensed. Anglicans objected to bible-
reading without doctrinal instruction; and Nonconformists
objected to the teaching being monopolised by Anglicans.

Non-Anglicans were relieved of their principal civil dis-